Val Marie School 

Community Use of School Facilities Policy

General Comments:

Val Marie School, supported by the School Community Council (SCC), believes that the school facility is a community facility. Therefore, even though its primary purpose is to facilitate the education of the youth in our community, that secondarily it can and should serve the needs of the wider community such as supporting learning experiences, recreation opportunities and community events. As such, we want to publically encourage usage of the school for these activities.

In order that we manage the usage of the facility responsibly, school staff and the SCC have developed this Usage Policy to clearly outline the responsibilities of the facility users. This includes appropriate types of activities, expectations regarding facility condition following use, and a suggested fee schedule directed towards recovering some of those extra usage costs.

We also request that potential users consider the school facility within the larger context of community facilities such as the community hall, recreation center and the senior centre. These other facilities may at times be the better location for certain groups and activities, as well as these other facilities rely on external rentals as part of their sustainability. The school staff and SCC do not desire to compete with these facilities and we desire that potential users consider these facilities prior to contacting the school.   

Appropriate Types of Activities: 

Priority One - Youth 

We desire that the school is used, as first priority, to support the ongoing development of our youth. Therefore, we will give preference youth-based organizations and programs. 

Examples of youth-based, non-fee-based organizations are (but not limited to):

· 4H

· Me to We

· Minor Hockey

Examples of youth-based, fee-based programs are (but not limited to):

· Dance

· Piano Lessons

· Baby Sitting Course

· First Aid Course

Priority Two - Others 

Secondly, we desire that the school is used to support the ongoing vibrancy of our community in areas of development, recreation and sport. Therefore, we will support other organizations and programs that are community oriented. 

Examples of community oriented, non-fee-based organizations are (but not limited to):

· Val Marie & District Ambulance

· Val Marie Community Trade Fair

· Agriculture Committees

Examples of community oriented, fee-based programs are (but not limited to):

· Zumba Fitness

· Yoga

· Sports Night

For activities that are largely of a personl nature, such as birthday parties and showers, we encourage community members to make use of the other facilities in the community such as the community hall, recreation center and senior center. 

Expectations of Care during Usage:

All users, regardless of group or type of activity, are required to leave the facility clean and tidied as they received the facility. Users are to report to the principal, as soon as is reasonable, of any breakage or facility issues. Users are also required to support the ongoing security of the facility by ensuring doors are locked and windows sealed upon departure as well as being responsible for all that enter the school during their planned time of usage (for after-hours use).

Fee Schedule/Honorarium:
Staff and SCC acknowledge that use of the school facility beyond it primary purpose can lead to increased operational and human resource costs such as utility charges, equipment wear and tear, and staff compensation (overtime and call back). Because of this, we believe it is reasonable to recoup a portion of these additional costs. At this time, we are suggesting that users provide an honorarium for school usage during this pilot period (2013/14 school year).

Although we are requesting an honorarium, consider the following when determining your contribution amount:

· Plan your contribution to be on par with the other facilities in the community - again, we do not intend to compete for facility rental business

· Does an individual(s) derive a portion of their income from your activity or program (e.g. dance, piano lessons)? If so, we recommend that you build into your program fees an appropriate amount dedicated to facility rental

· Match your honorarium to the extent of facility usage that you intend to use. For example, a larger contribution for several rooms or gym for a daylong event using school equipment (i.e. sound system, gym equipment, etc.) would be expected compared to the use of one room for two hours in an evening with minimal equipment requirements. Similarly, an event that requires repeated staff involvement should be considered. 

Fees for other community venues:

Community Hall - $150.00/day

Seniors Center - $75.00/day

Cleaning after events:

We appreciate some help with keeping our school clean and tidy. Here is a list of items we would like you to check over before you leave. 

1. Flush toilets

2. Clean up Floors (pick up items from floor so they can be swept and mopped) If there are large spills please mop them right away

3. Clean Tables

4. Restack chairs if they were used

5. Wash any dirty dishes

6. Make sure doors are secure when leaving

Thanks for your help! 

